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The Project
The Bexley Historical Society marked the centenary of 
the Bexleyheath Coronation Memorial Clock Tower 
with a local history project, ‘Changing Times: 100 Years 
of the Broadway, Bexleyheath, 1912-2012’, funded by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund and in partnership with Bexley 
Local Studies and Archive Centre.

Oral history

An oral history training workshop by Eastside 
Community Heritage gave us the skills to interview 
people about their memories and experiences of the 
Broadway. This has provided a unique collection of 
personal histories that would otherwise go unrecorded.

Historical research

A training session by Bexley Local Studies and Archive 
Centre and follow-up sessions encouraged volunteers 
to use archive material to create an exhibition, displaying 
aspects of the Broadway’s history in a variety of themes.

Photographs

A selection of previously unseen images from the 
Arthur Boswell collection has been digitised and a range 
of photographs have been donated. Volunteers also 
created a photographic record of the Broadway in 2012. 
This has created a valuable collection showing how much 
the Broadway has changed in 100 years. 

Project Outcomes

A commemorative plaque and 
interpretation panel at the Clock 
Tower serve as permanent reminders 
of the ‘Changing Times’ project. Other outcomes 
include exhibitions, guided walks, talks, a website and an 
education booklet for schools.

For more information on the project and the  
Bexley Historical Society please see  
www.bexleyhistoricalsociety.co.uk

To mark the  
centenary of the

Bexleyheath Coronation  
Memorial Clock Tower

1912 - 2012

   B
exley Historical Society

Bexley Civic Society
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  Golden Lion Public House, 2011

Image: Penny Duggan 

First opened in 1731, the Golden Lion became an 
important coaching and posting inn on the London to 
Dover road. Nearby was a pond for cattle and horses. 
The present building dates from 1901. There were once 
several old pubs along the Broadway but many of them 
have been lost.

  E.W. Varnfield, corn chandlers

Image: Linda Bowen

From 1950 to 1961 Edward and Doris Varnfield had a 
corn chandlery at 273 Broadway. There was a bell on 
the top of the door to announce when it was opened, an 
uncovered concrete floor, a long wooden counter, sacks 
of animal feed and dog biscuits, wooden bins of corn, 
rabbit pellets and sunflower seeds, and rows of shelves 
holding tins and packets of pet food. In the spring there 
were trays of bedding plants.

A lot of people kept chickens in those days and came in 
to buy their corn. When a customer asked for something 
from one of the bins, a metal scoop or cup of the 
relevant size was used to measure it out and pour it into 
a brown paper bag. 

The shop also sold small pets, and people sometimes 
brought their budgerigars in for Mr Varnfield to trim 
their claws. In the yard there was often the smell of fish 
being smoked at the back of the fish shop next door. 
Part-time employment was occasionally given to one of 
the local lads, to work behind the scenes of the shop, 
sweeping the yard and delivering orders to customers. 
[Linda Bowen, daughter of Mr and Mrs Varnfield]

 Bank, 1951

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

Originally built in 1915 as the London & Provincial Bank, 
the upper floors were comfortable living quarters for 
the bank manager. It later became Barclays Bank. The 
original strong room has been incorporated into the 
restaurant which now occupies the building.

 Central Library, 1961

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre 

Central Library, originally housed at the Council Offices, 
transferred to a ‘temporary’ building in 1934 but it 
remained until the new library was built in Townley 
Road in 1981. The building then became a snooker club 
and is now a night club.
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 Whomes, 1959

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

Edmund Whomes opened his piano manufacture 
business on his appointment as organist at Christ Church 
in 1871. His son and grandson continued the shop which 
evolved from selling musical instruments to records 
and later electrical goods. The shop moved into the 
Broadway Shopping Centre in 1983 but closed in 1989.

 The Steeple and Trinity Baptist 
Church, 1924

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre 

The Chapel-of-Ease which had been built in 1835 was 
demolished in 1878 but its steeple remained until 1926. 
An avenue of lime trees led to the site in Oaklands 
Road. Some of the graves from its burial ground can still 
be seen today in the Garden of Remembrance. In 1868 
the Baptists built a new chapel in a striking classical style 
directly facing the Anglican Chapel-of-Ease.

 Armistice Memorial Service, 1937

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre 

Bexleyheath’s War Memorial has been moved several 
times. Its original position from 1921 to 1953 was at the 
corner of Oaklands Road/Broadway. It lists the names of 
servicemen killed in both world wars.

George Arthur Overton lived at Hillcrest, 317 
Broadway with his parents. The family had come to 
live in Bexleyheath from Great Yarmouth shortly after 
1911. He enlisted in the Army and rose to Corporal of 
1/1st Norfolk Yeomanry. He was killed in Gallipoli on 5 
December 1915, aged 22.  

[Kate Holloway, relative of Mr Overton]

Lance Sergeant Walter  
William Printer

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre 

Walter William Printer was born in Dartford in 1896. 
By 1911 he was living in Smiths Cottages, Graham Road, 
Bexleyheath and working as a telegraph boy at the Post 
Office. He joined the 1st Battalion Coldstream Guards 
on 26 November 1914. In November 1915 he was 
awarded the DCM for conspicuous gallantry in rescuing 
a wounded man while under fire from the Germans. 
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The local newspaper reported that, while recovering in 
hospital from his wounds, “he has received a telegram 
from the Postmaster and staff of Bexley Heath 
congratulating him on the honour conferred upon him 
and expressing their admiration of his noble and plucky 
conduct”. Walter survived the war. He married and had 
children, and died in 1956.

 William Shove, blacksmith, 1934

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre 

William Shove, originally from Surrey, was a blacksmith 
in the Broadway from at least 1870. After his retirement 
he and his wife lived at no 204, while his son William 
Edmund Inkerman Shove carried on the business at nos 
208 and 210.

“My grandfather was a blacksmith, farrier and 
coachbuilder, as was my great-grandfather. I can recall 
swinging on the stable gate as a child and listening to the 
restless stamping of horses waiting to be shod and the 
bell-like sound of hammer on anvil”.  
[Yvonne Cambrook]

 Silver Lounge, 2011

Image: Penny Duggan 

This tall art deco style block with green and black tiles 
stood out when it was first built in the 1930s. The 
Cascarini family emigrated from Italy in 1898, opening 
a chain of cafes and ice-cream parlours in Swansea. 
Lou Cascarini came to Bexleyheath and opened the 
Silver Lounge, which became popular for its delicious 
knickerbocker glories and peach melbas. The Cascarinis 
were interned at the outbreak of war in 1939 and their 
ice-cream parlour closed. It re-opened when  
they returned.

“On Saturday mornings, after going to the Regal, my 
friends and I would call in there for an ice-cream soda, 
choosing a different flavour each week.”  
[Rosemary Smith]

“All chrome and cosmopolitan! The local youth thought 
Hollywood had come to town – it was the place to be.” 
[Sylvia Davies]

It is now the Laughing Buddha Chinese Restaurant.
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 Nichols bakery, 1939

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre 

Mr T. A. Nichols founded a bakery at 223 Broadway 
in 1869. Tom Nichols was a popular man, known as a 
regular rider with the West Kent Hounds. After he died 
in 1880 his widow Charlotte carried on the business 
until retiring in 1902. Their eldest son, Harry, took over, 
later assisted by his son, H. E. Nichols.

“I remember the mouth-watering cakes in his shop 
window, especially the cream horns”.  
[Yvonne Cambrook]

Mr Nichols on his baker’s round

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre 

“After leaving school in July 1940 I helped Mr Nichols on 
his baker’s round. Mr Nichols Snr delivered the bread 
with a horse and cart. On 17 October 1940 his house 
at 89 Oaklands Road was destroyed by a bomb and his 
wife Harriet was killed. Although he only suffered minor 
injuries it was decided that he would no longer work so 
the horse was put down as he felt that it was a good age 
and nobody could handle him.” [Peter Webb]

 Broadway Pharmacy, 1950

Image: Yvonne Wright

Mr Wilfred Arthur Smith of Oaklands Road opened 
a chemist at 182 Broadway in 1948. He was a well-
respected businessman. He had a great interest in 
the church, local affairs and education, and he was a 
member of the ARP and Home Guard during the war. 
His wife ran Rondolins, a knitting and handicraft shop at 
243 Broadway.

While still only aged 40, Mr Smith was elected Chairman 
of the Borough of Bexley Chamber of Commerce in 
1954. In October of that year he organised the first 
‘Bexley Industrial Sunday’, in which products of local 
industry were taken to Christ Church for a special service. 
[Yvonne Wright, daughter of Mr Smith]

 The Rose Public House, 1955

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

The Rose was first built in 1834. It was hit by a bomb in 
1941 and a temporary building was erected so business 
could continue. In August 1955 building of the new pub 
began. For some years part of a bomb was kept outside 
the front door as a reminder.
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 Broadway Cinema and  
199 Broadway, 1934

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

The first purpose-built cinema in Bexleyheath opened 
in 1913. It was enlarged and altered in the 1920s and 
again in 1934 to compete with the newly-opened Regal. 
The cinema closed in 1956 and was converted into a 
supermarket. It is now a Chinese restaurant but the 
facade remains.

Next door lived Mr Walter John Weaving who started 
as a school master in Bexleyheath in 1882. Later he 
became Assistant Overseer to the Poor, then Secretary 
to the School Board, and then Registrar for Births, 
Marriages and Deaths. His house, which had been built 
in the 1870s, had an outside toilet and was lit by gas. It 
was demolished for a parade of shops in 1936.

 ARP Incident Book, 1940

War damage at 1940 Cleaners, 1940

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre 

The ARP Incident Book for 15 October 1940 reveals a 
terrible day. A single plane dropped bombs along the 
Broadway, hitting Woolworths and the 1940 Cleaners 
(opposite Christ Church). Eight people died.

“The sirens went off so often that people ignored them. 
We would sit in the fields off Townley Road to watch 
the dog fights, not realising how serious it was. One 
afternoon the sky was full of German planes; these were 
on their way to the docks.” [Winifred Moore]

“If the siren went off during a school exam, you had 
to file down to the shelter in silence, then go back and 
finish the exam. Sometimes a pupil was upset at news 
that a relative had been killed or their house had been 
bombed.” [Marjorie Finch]

“Evenings were spent in shelters of corrugated iron sunk 
into the garden. At night there was the noise of anti-
aircraft guns in Danson Park. Red hot shrapnel fell into 
the garden, and there were long queues at the shops 
with ration coupons.” [Mollie Bromby]

“The buses would stop if the siren went off so 
passengers had to walk the rest of the way. Walking on 
glass from the bomb damage and in the dark at night-
time blackouts could be dangerous.” [Joan Hudson]
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“We had to walk down the Broadway to our school. The 
sirens would start to scream, and looking up we saw the 
planes chasing each other. One plane came thundering 
down towards the street where we were walking and 
his guns firing, we jumped over hedges and fences, and 
huddled in fear. I ran home crying, my mum held me and 
told me not to worry. I often saw my mum crying quietly, 
and not saying anything.” [Alan Leete]

“I was caught out during one particular raid. I was in 
the cemetery at Christ Church visiting my father’s grave 
when the siren went. I remember running all the way 
home, with the bombs falling, pulling bits of debris out of 
the brim of my hat. I was really shaken when I got home, 
I told my family what had happened, but no one was 
really interested. We were all so used to the bombing, no 
one thought any different.” [Dorothy Atley]

View of London from  
Bexleyheath, 1944

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

“7th September 1940 was the start of daylight bombing 
of the docks and London. The German planes coming 
over looked like silverfish in the sky. That night, the fires 
in London were so bright you could read a newspaper in 
the street in Bexleyheath.” [John Mercer]

“The sky was red as far as you could see, like a glorious 
sunset.” [Marjorie Finch]

 Christ Church

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

The Chapel-of-Ease built in 1835 was soon inadequate 
for the rapidly-growing population of Bexleyheath. An 
English Gothic design by William Knight was selected for 
a new church and the foundation stone was laid in 1872. 
The planned steeple was never added. The new Christ 
Church was consecrated in 1877. 

 The Chestnuts, 1933

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

The Chestnuts, formerly known as Mount Pleasant, was 
a very large house on the Broadway. George Mence 
Smith lived there in the 1870s. He had an organ built for 
his house in 1876 but after only three years gave it to the 
Congregational Church and became their organist. In 1987, 
when the church was due to be demolished, the Bevington 
Organ was bought by David Sanger, who had also been 
organist at the Congregational Church some years earlier. 
He moved it to his old Wesleyan Chapel home in Cumbria.

Christopher Harston, JP, FRIBA, Architect to the 
Metropolitan Asylum Board, lived at The Chestnuts from 
1890 until 1924. The house was demolished in 1934 for the 
Regal Cinema and shops. 
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 Regal Cinema, 1986

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

The Regal ‘super cinema’ opened in 1934 and seated over 
2000 people. The organ was played by Robinson Cleaver 
and featured in radio broadcasts. It was re-named ABC 
in 1962 and a bowling alley was added. It was demolished 
in 1987 and replaced by ASDA supermarket.

Tableau at Regal Cinema, 1939

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

As war preparations took shape, there was apprehension 
over the future. On 15 April 1939 a tableau depicting 
voluntary organisations was staged at the Regal Cinema. 
The Police, Fire Service, Territorial Army, Air Raid 
Precaution, Red Cross, St John Ambulance, Boy Scouts 
and the Decontamination Service all took part in 
encouraging people to be trained up for any emergency.

 Reliance and King’s Arms, 1951

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

The King’s Arms public house opened in 1843 and has 
undergone several refurbishments since then. To the 
right of the pub is Reliance, which had first opened in 
1938 as a vacuum repair and reconditioning business, 
moving to 152-154 Broadway in 1942. “There was a large 
cellar below the front of the shop where very small items 
such as rivets and screws were produced for the war 
effort. When the war finished new machines started to 
become available; repair and service work declined and 
so the company name was changed to Reliance Domestic 
Appliances. On leaving school, I worked with my father. 
My wife and I continued the business when my father 
retired in 1966. Joining a ‘Buying Group’ enabled us to 
compete successfully with the multiples. I retired towards 
the end of 1989.” [Tony Moffat]

 First Baptist Chapel, 1956

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

The first Baptist chapel had been built in 1823 and was 
soon too small, but it continued to be used by the Strict 
Baptists after Trinity Chapel was built. It was demolished 
in 1956 when the RACS expanded and rebuilt their 
store. (Primark is now on the site).
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 Jennings, 1951

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

Jennings, established in 1909, sold shoes, toys, prams and 
fancy goods. The building later became Sainsbury’s. The 
distinctive broken pediment over the central window 
can still be seen today above Robert Dyas  
and Specsavers.

 Baker’s Avenue and  
The Orchard, 1934

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre 

Arba and Louisa Baker came to Bexleyheath in 1914, 
renting a smallholding at ‘The Orchard’, accessed by 
a narrow tree-lined avenue leading south from the 
Broadway (“Baker’s Avenue”). Apples, pears and 
cherries were grown, and horses and pigs were kept. 
Later Mr Baker also rented Warren Farm where he 
could keep cows and grow soft fruits. The produce 
was taken to Woolwich market. Mr Baker’s daughter 
delivered milk by bicycle or by horse and float, starting 
rounds at 6am before school.

The landlord, Mr Townley, sold his land for 
redevelopment in 1937 and the Bakers moved to a 
farm in Surrey. [Joan Hudson, daughter of Mr Baker]

 Warren Farm, 1934

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

“Until the 1930s you could walk down the hill along the 
Pincott Path to the Shuttle River, past strawberries, 
raspberries, blackberries and cabbages. Children were 
always outdoors in the holidays, collecting bluebells in 
the woods and playing with hoops and skipping ropes.” 
[Joan Hudson]

An oak tree stood at what was the bottom of Oaklands 
Road: the tree was knocked down in 1932 so the road 
could be extended and houses built. Until then, open 
land stretched for a mile to Bexley. “The local children 
watched the harvesting of corn with the threshing 
machine driven by a traction engine; we later played in 
the resulting straw stacks.” [Colin Jenner]

 George Tearle’s nursery, 1929

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

George Tearle was nurseryman and florist. “The 
Tearles had a market garden which had a lovely smell 
of flowers” [Joan Hudson]. Next door was A. Pickett, 
timber merchant.
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Pickett’s and houses ready  
for demolition, 1934

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre 

The whole row of businesses and houses was sold in 
the 1930s to create Townley Road and adjacent shops. 
George Tearle’s son Frank became Managing Director 
of Hides, and his son John established (with Arthur 
Barwell) a builder’s merchant, T & B Supplies.

 George Mence Smith, 1897
Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre 

Born in Shadwell in 1819, George Mence Smith 
described himself as an ‘oil and colour merchant’. He 
came to Bexleyheath in 1863 and owned seventy 
hardware stores in the south east. He invented the 
Fearnought Safety Lamp, designed to make “the poor 
man’s light his safest friend”.

In Bexleyheath he had shops at 96 and 238 Broadway, 
selling groceries, oil, corn, ironmongery, cutlery, 
paint, brushes, glass and wall paper. The shops had a 
“wonderful smell of old wooden floors, furniture polish, 
paraffin and carbolic soap” [Yvonne Cambrook].

George Mence Smith died in 1896. The Mence Smith 
shops were taken over by Timothy Whites and Taylors 
in 1944, and later by Boots.

 Hides, 1951

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre 

H. & G. Hide acquired the drapery business Collier’s 
Emporium in 1861. It remained a family business and 
steadily expanded until in 1936 a modern store was 
built. It sold a wide variety of goods and had a cafe on 
the first floor. It was closed in 1979 to make way for the 
Broadway Shopping Centre.

Hides Dinner Dance, 1953

Image: Valerie Webb 

Hides, the department store, was a major employer in 
Bexleyheath and prided itself in good customer service. 
From left to right are: Eric Tearle, (unknown), Peter 
Webb, (unknown), Bill Allen, Frank Tearle (Director), 
Arthur Inskip (Director), Frank Passmore (Chairman).
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 Silver Lounge, 2011

 Nichols bakery, 1939

 Mr Nichols on his baker’s round
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 Wheeler’s, 1910s

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

Mesnard’s began in 1870 as a stationer and Post Office. 
In 1905 the Misses A. and A. Wheeler took over, selling 
stationery, artists’ materials, wools, art, needlework, 
fancy goods and also operating as a Registry Office for 
Servants. It closed in 1963.

“A visit to Wheelers, even in the 1960s, was to step back 
in time. The staff, sisters, dressed in long black dresses. 
To move was to creak ancient floor boards beneath. 
Above was dingy lighting and an overhead change 
railway. Books could be purchased, paperbacks being 
around 2/6d.” [Michael Armstrong]

 Percy Phillips, Sabben & Co., 
accountants

Image: Alma Siret

After serving in the RAF 
during the war, Percy Phillips 
got an accountancy job at 
Sabben & Co. on the first 
floor of an old house opposite 
the Clock Tower. On the 
ground floor was Lewis sweet 
shop; on the second floor 
was a solicitor. Leslie Sabben 
ran the firm. Mr Phillips later 

became Partner, and on Sabben’s retirement he took 
the business over although he kept the name. Mrs 
Phillips was his secretary. [Alma Siret, daughter of  
Mr Phillips]

 Broadway Shopping Centre, 1983

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

In 1979 the whole row of buildings was demolished for 
the Broadway Shopping Centre. After the centre was 
built, Percy Phillips was taken on a tour of it and was 
impressed by its copper ceiling and indoor plants. He 
had never seen anything quite like it.

 Pincott Memorial, 1913

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

A memorial to the first vicar of the parish, Rev. W. 
H. Pincott, consisting of a drinking fountain and cattle 
trough, was erected at Market Place after his death in 
1878. Soon after the Clock Tower was built, the Pincott 
Memorial was moved to its present location outside 
Christ Church.
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 Coronation Memorial  
Clock Tower, 1912

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

Erected by public subscription to 
commemorate the coronation in 
1911 of King George V, the Clock 
Tower was designed by Walter 
Maxted Epps. The tower, featuring 
a clock with four faces, an electric 
substation and shelter, was sited at 
the tram terminus.

The Clock Tower was unveiled 
on Bexleyheath Gala day, 17 July 
1912. Local businesses and shops 
decorated their premises and 
‘God Save the King’ banners were 
hung outside buildings. The bust 
of George V was joined by one of 
artist William Morris in 1997.

One hundred years after the 
Clock Tower was built, it remains 
an iconic landmark, and the busy 
shopping and transport hub of 
Bexleyheath remains centred on 
Market Place. 

Queen Elizabeth II Proclamation, 
1952

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

In 1952 the accession of Queen Elizabeth II was 
proclaimed at the Clock Tower by the Mayor of Bexley. 
In 2012 Bexleyheath celebrated the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee at this same landmark.

 Trolleybus at Clock Tower, 1936

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

Trolleybuses began to replace trams in 1935. “The 696 
travelled between Woolwich and Dartford and the 
698 between Woolwich and Abbey Wood. In order 
for them to pass around the Clock Tower, points on 
the high wires had to be changed to allow egress of the 
separate routes. This required the drivers to extract 
an extremely long pole from the chassis of the bus and 
then to raise it high enough to change the points on the 
overhead wire before replacing it in the bowels of the 
bus. As a child it was to me the highlight of the journey”. 
[Sylvia Davies]

“The sparks as the pole crossed over on the electric 
poles was always very scary” [Sue Watson]
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The trolleybuses were replaced by diesel vehicles in March 
1959. “Gravel Hill had a very steep gradient, and when 
buses between Bexley and Bexleyheath started the men 
would have to get off at Gravel Hill to push the bus up!” 
[Joan Hudson]

 Whistling Rufus, 1929

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

Albert Fisher, known as Whistling Rufus, would play his 
whistle in the Broadway, often standing at the Clock Tower. 
He died in 1942, aged 78.

 War damage at Market Place, 1940

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

Bexleyheath suffered extensive bomb damage during 
the Second World War due to its proximity to London, 
the docks and the Royal Arsenal. Just after 2pm on 
15 September 1940 a number of small bombs were 
dropped in the centre of Bexleyheath. One of these 
narrowly missed the Clock Tower but the shops at Market 
Place were damaged.  

Market Place, 1925

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

Market Place was the name given both to a merchants’ 
premises built in 1830 and to the area immediately 
surrounding it. Over the years the one-storey turreted 
building was used as a grocery business, Sunday School, 
mineral water factory, motor garage and tiling supplier.  
It was destroyed by fire in 1989.

Aerial View of Market Place, 1924

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

In the centre is the Clock Tower. To the north is a row 
of shops with the King’s Head public house on the west 
end and the Congregational Church on the east. On 
the opposite side of Chapel Road is the Palace Picture 
House.

In the central triangle is the Market Place, being used as 
the Premier Mineral Water Factory. Behind is Penney, 
Son and Parker. 

To the south of the Clock Tower are various shop 
premises, including those used by Hides. The layout of 
this area has significantly changed now.
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 Congregational Church, 1900

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

A Congregational Church on Market Place opened in 
1854, and the Rev. James Geddes was minister from 
1868 to 1920. The church was demolished in 1988 and a 
new United Reformed Church was built in Geddes Place.

 Palace Cinema, 1914

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

The Palace cinema 
was originally built in 
1870 as the Public Hall. 
In 1912 the manager 
was Harry Pease and 
Saturday afternoons 
were popular with 
children. After a fire 
in 1934 it was rebuilt. 
It was renamed the 
Astor in 1961. It closed 
in 1967 and became 
Astor Bingo, but was 
demolished in 1988. 

 Penney, Son & Parker, 1900

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

Alfred Penney established this branch of his grocery 
business in 1876. His son and son-in-law took over after 
his retirement in 1890. The business continued to trade 
until the 1950s. This building was demolished in the 1970s. 

“In the window was a Fremlin’s elephant, the emblem of 
the Maidstone brewery, with a motorised trunk which 
moved up and down.” [Brian Waymont]

 Rowland Broome, chemist, 1940s

Image: Barbara Hammerton

Rowland Broome bought 90B Broadway in 1936. 
Pharmacy was a reserved occupation and Mr Broome 
was ordered to work in a chemist’s at Belvedere in 1943. 
Mrs Broome managed to cope with the dispensing in their 
own shop and so they kept both premises going. During 
the war Mr Broome made his own toiletries for sale as 
they were hard to get hold of. He called his face creams 
‘Genista’ and the labels had a spray of broom-flowers 
on them. He also made some very effective cough 
syrup which he called ‘Nester’ (his second name, Ernest, 
reversed). Chemists had to package their own tablets and 
make up their medicines then.

In 1952 Mr Broome bought the freehold of a whole row 
of shops, 90 to 90F, and he took over one of these and 
refurbished it as his new premises. He retired in 1975 
and he rented the shops out to different businesses. All 
the shops were requisitioned in 1993 for redevelopment. 
[Barbara Hammerton, daughter of Mr Broome]
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 Jenkins Library 1951

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

The enterprising Thomas Jenkins took over a 
bookseller’s business in the Broadway in 1862 and 
founded the Bexley Heath, Dartford and Erith Observer 
newspaper in 1867. The shop remained a popular 
bookshop and stationer. Next to it was the Lord Bexley 
Arms pub.

 Police Station and  
53-55 Broadway, 1951

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

Bexleyheath’s third police station (on the far side of 
Highland Road) opened in 1907. The building was 
demolished for Sainsbury’s car park after the present 
Bexleyheath Police Station opened at Arnsberg Way  
in 1994. 

“53 Broadway was a three-storey house with a cellar. 
Downstairs there was a kitchen with a range and a 
scullery with a copper for washing. There was a gas 
cooker in the bathroom which we used to heat water 
in a tin bath and then pour into the main bath. We kept 
chickens and grew lots of vegetables in the garden. 
After I got married in 1948, we lived in the attic rooms 
because there was a housing shortage. The water was 
not pumped upstairs so I had to carry every drop of 
water we needed up the three flights of stairs to our 
rooms. The house had gas but not electricity. Someone 
bought me an electric iron as a wedding present but I 
couldn’t use it.” [Dorothy Atley]

 Gala Day Parade near Duke of 
Edinburgh pub, early 1900s

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

“These houses had large gardens where rabbits, chickens 
and ducks were kept and vegetables were grown. 
These provided plenty of meat, eggs and vegetables 
to eat during the war and were shared out between 
neighbours. The timber yard would let you have sawdust 
free for the rabbits. The front room was always kept 
clean and pristine in case the vicar called.”  
[Brian Waymont]

This terrace of houses and the Duke of Edinburgh  
pub were demolished in 1995 for the Cinema and  
Bingo complex.

The Gala originally began as a Horticultural Society 
activity in 1866 but was expanded for the Diamond 
Jubilee in 1897. It was so successful that it became 
an annual event. Carnival processions led to Danson 
Park where there were baby shows, competitions and 
sporting events. The Gala ceased at the outbreak of war 
in 1914. It was resumed in 1925 but ceased again in 1939.
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 Tram depot at Council Offices, 
1903

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

Tramways linking Bexleyheath with Erith and Woolwich 
started in 1903, and with Dartford in 1905. The two 
networks were linked at Market Place in 1906 after 
complaints from passengers that they had to change 
trams in the wet and cold weather.

From 1903 Bexley Council operated from Oak House 
(built 1817) and West Lodge (built 1820), later taking 
on other houses up to Highland Road. These were 
demolished in 1979 for the present day Civic Offices. 

 Milestone, 2012
Image: Penny Duggan

In the 18th century the New Cross Turnpike Trust 
repaired the road which ran across the Heath in 
exchange for a toll, and milestones were erected to 
indicate the distance between the main towns on the 

road. The road was known as the Dover Road, later as 
Main Road, and from 1894 as Broadway.

The Broadway follows closely, though slightly to the 
north, the route of the old Roman Road. The Rochester 
Way, built in 1926, replaced the Broadway as the 
main London to Dover Road, and more recently the 
relief roads of Arnsberg Way to the north and Albion 
Road to the south were constructed. This allowed 
pedestrianisation of the Broadway in the 1990s and 
ended the straight line of the old road for traffic. 

This milestone was saved and repositioned in the middle 
of the Broadway.

 Prince Albert Public House, 1951

Image: Bexley Local Studies and Archive Centre

The Prince Albert public house was built in 1851 in 
honour of the royal consort and instigator of the Great 
Exhibition of that year. It is now one of the oldest 
surviving buildings in the Broadway.

“Eighteen Plus, a special organisation for 18-30 year olds, 
held weekly meetings there. Speakers came, such as a 
local MP, quizzes, discos and debates were held. In 1965 
Courage Tavern Keg cost 2/4d a pint.”  
[Michael Armstrong]



This pamphlet was compiled thanks to the volunteers, contributors and oral history interviewees, too 
numerous to mention individually, who have generously given their time to the project during 2011-12.

The ever-changing nature of the Broadway persists, and the Bexley Historical Society will continue  
to record memories, collect photographs and document change in this busy street. If you would like  
to contribute, please contact Penny Duggan, Secretary, Bexley Historical Society on (020) 8309 5884 
or pennyduggan@yahoo.co.uk 

The project website can be found via www.bexleyhistoricalsociety.co.uk
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